
The story of friends of 
brackenhurst Forest



During the nineteenth and much of the 
twentieth century Limuru was surrounded by 
forest that had a lot of biodiversity. It was a 

home for all kinds of animals, birds, and plants, 
and the local people lived in harmony with the 

forest. 



However, Kenya has suffered significant deforestation in recent 
decades and the area around Limuru is no exception.



20 years ago, community members had a vision to restore the original forest. 
They cleared plantations and replanted native African trees and shrubs.



They restored 40 hectares of forest 
and revived a lot of biodiversity. All 

kinds of animals, birds, insects, 
microorganisms, and plants once 

again made their home in the forest. 
Now the forest is forming a canopy 

and provides a lot of ecological 
benefits to the community such as 
clean air, carbon sequestration, soil 

quality, and clean water.



The forest is a habitat for many animals including bush babies, colobus monkeys, 
civet cats, and mongeese. In addition, there’s over 170 bird species.



When community members brought 
the forest back, they realized it 

wouldn't be enough to just protect 
it. They knew they also had to make 

their community see the value of 
the forest. 



That’s why they set up Friends of Brackenhurst Forest, a community-based 
organization that provides local people an opportunity to experience the 

natural world.



People can walk in the forest and see 
monkeys, waterfalls, and many kinds of 
trees. Friends of Brackenhurst Forest 
welcomes local assistance in restoring 

the forest by planting trees and seeds. 
In addition, Friends of Brackenhurst 

Forest offers workshops where 
members can learn about indigenous 
tree species and birds. Friends of 

Brackenhurst Forest also welcomes 
students and scientists to research on 

conservation.



Come be a part of Brackenhurst Forest 
& 

help restore our natural ecosystems
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